verseas Thailand

Time to pack a trunk

An exclusive development near Phuket could make the island
the most luxurious area in Asia. Mary Wilson tests the waters

YOUVE FOUND the Rlm-sel home,
planned your never-ending easy diys
sipping cocktatls on the loom-powder
bznnizh, petting bk to natise on the shopes
of i mountaln or whalever it is ol ke
your Enncy, mmd then you discover thai
vour chonees of trovelling to this idyll one
syl epenl 1o :,llur:!um\:b; af winning:
the |r|||r-ry bty For 4.

5o, f you've ohosen somarwhere in
Thiiland, Banglkal's nenw airpor,
Swnrnnbibuomi (1 means “golden land™),
will bt m welconse saerprise. I will male:
arress i the country m kot ensier. Bud yomy
migghi want lo clinch your choloe sxmer
ruder thisn later, The new alrpert will, of
ooarrse, Temy other visitors o pial diwn
ronls in this former Kingdom of Sinm,

For o stard, theres Aobert Sesd, an
internntional investor who now lves in
Spaite. He is bullding o six-bedroom vills
o i [l e Bsouight on & develogrmen
o Barama Bay, o peetty sdand in
Phang Ngn Bay, three miles off
Phuket's norib-enstorn shore, and
ot it He hopes (o use i in the winter
anel bed &t oul in the sunmmer,

“I retsboon | will see maedi better vidue for
money in Thitland tha in Burope,” Seed
says, “Thie cost of bving is rsch lower - o
muid, gardener mrd servicing of the villa
will be the same s ey Ty mmuidd in Spean

o 1wl b adedee 0o o do have o
skipper all the year round o ook alier (he
smdl ynchi [ interd o

b thisre.”

Harummrus Beay's B0 ncres une covered in
virgin tropical vegeiation and, .'||.'I||r||.||;J'|
sopnae of this will be removed 1o make way
foe thar 31 largo villis belng buill, there
will bir plonty left behind, inclsding most
of the mangrove tnees as well 8 ancend
Boai Vi frdes, cshew-nad, oooonail,
Rmmuarkmd, promign, ruliber, barmboo ancd
ol trees, Within e natural hachawor on
the east side of the island, & 73-berth
mariiui will be ereated, bahimd which will
T thie frvee-star Jimetrah hoted pesort,
will spay, privade beach, tennis coud,
buginess cenbre and ilh:.lry.

The dévelopers ore aiming high. "Il is
destined (o become the most exclusive and
s luoardoues reaort (n Asla, oppealing o
internadional jei-setters, whao vl both
top-notch service uad hocury focilites,”
s Anthony Fronklin, partner and
mrhoeting director of the TGR Group,
which ks n developing Bararma Bay

“Imumediately afier the sinanl, ther
was i el of uneeriainky, Bul then: was
o privabe properly damaige, Prices never
{edl nnd 1t was back 1o bustess ps wsual,
with educated binvers n'._:li;-lrt'!_l. e was
na damnge 1o the market,™ Frnbklin has

Heading to the Far East?
wivw, telegraph.co.uk/property
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A place In the sen: an elephant and its mahout walk among the parasols on Pruket beach
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Find the best of the east
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Overseas Thailand

the highest backing for
his optimism, The governor of Phuket,
Udamsnk Usamaramgkura, adds: “The

lenve] of Rourism was back to what it was

o year after the tsunami. Phaket is far
changed from the back packing parndise
1t was in the 1980 and we are irying o
endourage mote wpper class tourism

o make Phuked a world-class
destination.” This is the market the
developers of Baramn Bay want o atiract

Beoth the governor and e Thd
povernment are hoping that the aren
will bevome as highly regnrded for
yachting as. sy, Anligua in the Carthbean,
And plans 1o boost its prestige are well
an their way, Liter w the Kings
Cup Ma will be in Chalong,
Bay and in 2007, the Tasar Warld
Chismpionships ane due to be held
in Phuket for the first time.

This tropical cocktail s made all the
mire Seductive by fuel costs 75 per oend
lowwer than in Euroge and tx-free luxury-
yucht sailing indo Thid waters,

These atiractions are afl fine, of course,
bt without e ease of aooess, they'd
mean nothing. And that's where the new
airport lands, I will eventually handls 100
million passengors per year with
umm:ﬂ;:i 76 Hlights an hour.

Thiz rgeaning market, which has
bvenﬁumng ot bztween 15 and 20 per
cent since the year 2000, looks likely 1o b
a b area for 2007, The peacelul coup
i the beginning of the sutumn had little
effecy ngr'llh;drlnmd'iwlﬂd even the 2004
tsunami y dentled property b8
thi government et alsoul rebasibding and
repairing Uwe da in dboarble quick
time, getting the infrastruciune back to
normal in less than @ year.

Thiz could be the Alm-set you can

+ netually ged 1o, . bt if you want to beal

the rush, vou'd better be quick,

BARAMA BAY

Hormeowners get a 10-yesr loase al the marina, lamily lifetime membership in the
Biue Canyon Gokd and] Couniry Chub on Phuket and a goll car - the island is car-free.
[Fiots from one 1o five acres with several of wila, Frices to £3 milion
Contact Aylesiond inbernational, 020 T351 2383, www.alesiond.oom

£122.119

Gt Wi 15 8 70 one and two bed 1dd villas at The Village, S00
cormpe of villas wilh pocis and spa metres off shore niar Priuket
Conbart Colfiers CRE 020 T427 1978 Thee Village, 00 66 76239724

& Goodt medical cane -
cheaper than the UK

& The cullure s one of
wantrilh and geniliernss.
Tourists are wilcomed
@ Excellent goif courses
at hall tha price of thase
in Europe

& Property prices gong
up by & per cent per
anum

& N tacon boate/
yachis brought info
Thailand and cheap fuel

@ The language i hard
1y iy el irvpcrciitie
tex read, afthough English
5 umderstiood inmaost
tourist areas

& Awiry [rom (ha masn
resorts, ihe
Infrastructhure has a kot bo
e glessinpd

@ The braflic in Banghos,
where most people fy io,
s hamendous

& 13hour (ight from
LIk et Rirme chif v e o
Frwe s
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